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The Rector’s Report for 2011                                      

 

There is a lot of talk in the Episcopal Church now of days 

about the “Emerging Church movement” which has been develop-

ing among both evangelical and mainline Protestants over the past 

two decades. It questions and rethinks what Christianity and the 

Church should look like in contemporary culture. It is packed full 

of controversy in that it challenges all traditional worship and theo-

logical norms.  It questions the usual ways of “doing church” as be-

ing no longer resonate in our contemporary, postmodern culture.  It 

especially focuses on young people in their 20’s & 30’s that study 

after study in this country show have a growing disillusionment for 

traditional organized religious institutions.  The movement favors 

new forms of worship and breaks with denominational ties that it 

sees as anachronistic and worn out. The basic message to traditional 

mainline congregations like ours is change (in both worship and 

theology) or be left behind to decline and vanish.  To me this is 

somewhat over alarmist. One of my seminary professors once said: 

“We’re not called to make Christianity relevant to society, we are 

called to make society relevant to Christianity.”  This does not 

mean that I am disparaging the entire Emerging Church Movement, 

but both sides of the debate need careful analysis.  First, I would 

agree that those in the young generation are being affected and re-

wired by the postmodern world especially with regard to the place 

of technology and quickly changing societal realities. How they 

will view Church or be called to participate will likely depend on 

how they pass through life stages; often marriage, children, crisis, 

aging, illness, open doors to church involvement, at least on an in-

troductory level.   The future of our Church (both parish and de-

nomination) lies in our commitment to go deeper into our faith and 

communally encourage Christian maturity.  I realize that the world  
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is changing all around us at an every quicker pace, but the fundamentals of human nature are 

not. We all remain broken and marred by sin; we all long at the core of our being to be in rela-

tionship to God and one another.  Perhaps we are going to have to think hard and long on how 

to present our “Episcopal” way of being church while treasuring the pillars of our tradition 

(especially the Liturgy).  

As a way of introduction this  brings me to my annual report. We find ourselves in a 

challenging moment in history both economically (The Great Recession) and as to health of 

the Episcopal Church.  According to the “Home Office” of the Episcopal Church, between 

2006-2010 the active Baptized membership in the Episcopal Church declined by 202,665 per-

sons. We are now a denomination that is under 2 million! The good news in that period for us 

as a parish is that our membership at St. James’ increased slightly.  In addition our giving 

(financial support) also increased. Where we face a challenge is in developing a more active 

participation of our members. Our average Sunday attendance is not as healthy as our member-

ship could support. We have seen fewer families with young children join our parish over the 

last four years.  All of us at St. James’ need to take ownership of the life and health of our con-

gregation. All of us need to be responsible for our ongoing spiritual growth and commitment to 

Christ. At the very core of the Episcopal Church is an expectation that we will conduct our 

lives of faith as mature, adult Christians. We are a church which asks not for blind faith and 

unreflective obedience or adherence, but for thoughtful, responsible commitment. I believe that 

we already have many good things present in “our way” of being Church. Episcopalians are 

rooted in the historic tradition of Western Christianity with both Catholic and Protestant ele-

ments. Our treasures are our Liturgy and Reformed Catholic faith, to which we add particular 

and unique American Anglican/Episcopal features. We have a strong commitment to communi-

ty and fellowship that sees the social aspects of Church as extensions of the sacramental life 

that draws us together. This same focus is found in our emphasis on the Incarnation: Christ en-

tered into human brokenness to make holy our lives and our struggles. We don’t claim to be a 

perfect Church or the only Church, but a Church that acknowledges in our humanity that Christ 

meets us as we are and loves us and calls us to embody his spirit and compassion to others. 

Keeping focused on why we are here (at St. James’ Parish for the past 209 years) and what we 

are about is necessary in our looking back over the past year and to the future.  We must first 

and always be about being a place where Christ is encountered in Word, Sacraments, and Ex-

perience. This means that whatever we do, whether it is fundraising, education, social gather-

ings, coffee hours or any number of activities, it should always serve to connect us to God 

(Jesus Christ) and one another. I believe that if we don’t keep this focus, that is when we will 

become irrelevant and stop speaking to the reason for our being a Church. We have the poten-

tial to be a growing and vibrant parish in the Episcopal Church. As we look to 2012 and be-

yond as a parish, we must continue to offer ourselves in Christ service as “a reasonable, holy, 

and living sacrifice.”  That offering finds its meaning in plumbing the depths of our faith and 

commitment. Saint James’ Church is not a place but a community of people gathered. We are 

Saint James’ Church, and it is to us that the commission is given to draw others in and share 

with them in the Heavenly Banquet of Christ’s love. May we all continue in our Holy fellow-

ship and do all the good work God has given us to do.                                                                                               

             Respectfully Submitted,  Father Carl+ 
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VESTRY                                       
 

Nicole Wiggins, Warden  
Jeanne Healy, Warden 

Jackie Bloem 
Val Bynum 

Donna Carbone  
Ed Connor 

Jan Golding  
Gregg Markey 

Lillian Quintero 
Chris Tippin 
Kit Wallace   

Jerre Coleman,  
Treasurer  

Nicole Wiggins,  
Assistant Treasurer    

Tammy Matula,  
Clerk    
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Lent Begins:  
 

Ash Wednesday  
February 22, 2012 –  
Imposition of Ashes:  
12:00pm & 7:30pm  

  Starting up again in February  

Quilting Group  

 

 Beginning on Monday February 13th  

Quilting Group to meet every other week  

From 6:30 pm to  8:00pm in the Chapel. 

    

First night's topic will be : 

How to construct a nine patch piece.   

 

Second  meeting will be on February 27th.   

If  anyone has any questions, please call Malinda Niper  

@ 845-344-1156. 

!ÌÔÁÒ &ÌÏ×ÅÒÓ  

February 5 – Bynum                                         

February 12 -  Available 

February 19 - Strob 

February 26 - No Flowers During Lent                                                                
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OUR MISSION 

 
St. James’ seeks to  love  and 

serve God through Discipleship,  

Community Service and  

Eucharistic  Fellowship.  

We encourage spiritual growth 

and maturity by educating each 

other in the knowledge of the 

Christian Gospel.  

We seek to live in the image  of 

Jesus Christ and invite our 

neighbors to participate  in our 

family of faith. 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Sunday  

9:00 am - Family Eucharist  
Rite II 

10:00 am Sunday School 

10:15 am - Holy Eucharist  
Rite II  

(choir and pipe organ) 

Wednesday  
12:00 pm   

Healing & Holy Eucharist 

 
Parish Office Hours: 

     Monday-Thursday: 
9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

Friday:  8:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

Clip art from ChristArt.com 

Alcoholics Anonymous  

Wednesday evenings at 8:30 pm 

A.R.T.S.  

Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm 

Boys Scouts  

Thursday evenings at 6:30 pm 

Camera Club  

2nd Tuesday of each month at 7: 15pm 

Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday evenings at 7:30 pm 

Community Dinner at St. James’ 

Last Saturday of each month at 5:30 pm 

Food bagging at the Presbyterian Church 

The fourth Saturday of each month at 10:00 am 

Goshen Ecumenical Food Pantry Distribution  

2nd Saturday of every month at 9:30 am 

Healing and Holy Eucharist 

Wednesdays at noon, followed by a Fellowship Lunch 

Junior Choir rehearsal 

Sunday mornings from 11-11:20  

Musical Munchkins  

Thursday and Friday Mornings at 9:30 am 

Sunday School 

Sunday morning from 10 am—11 am  

Vestry meeting 

2nd Wednesday of each month at 7:15 pm 

Youth Group  

3rd Sunday of each month at 11:30 am 

 

http://www.christart.com/cart/member.php


  

 

By John Strobl 

 

 
 
 
 

¢ƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нр 

The Goshen’s Youth  
Ending Hunger Group will host  

the February 25th. Community Dinner,  
from 5:30-6:30 p.m. in  
St. James’ Parish Hall.     

Call John Strobl at 294-9004 to find out how to help.   We open at 4:00 p.m. to get ready for the 
5:30 p.m. meal.  The Dinner is always held the last Saturday of each month.  Have you ever 
come to a Community Dinner?   Please know that you are welcome! 

 

CƻƻŘ ϧ CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ  
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ CƻƻŘ tŀƴǘǊȅ 

The Food Pantry depends on food & financial donations.                                            
Please make it a habit to donate a food item each time you come to                                          
Church Services.    

  Food drop locations are on the table just inside the back door, and on the table just be-
fore you enter the church - both are labeled Food Pantry Donations.    Financial donations may 
be mailed to The Goshen Ecumenical Food Pantry Inc. c/o John Strobl, 55 Wickham Ave, Go-
shen, NY 10924.  Help us to help our neighbors in need. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƴƎ  

Small bags or boxes of RICE.  

   

DƻǎƘŜƴ 9ŎǳƳŜƴƛŎŀƭ tŀƴǘǊȅ LƴŎΦ 
 

   The next distribution at the Goshen Ecumenical Food Pantry                             
   will be held February 11, from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. in the First             
   Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall at 33 Park Place, Goshen.  Please     
    arrive by 9:00 a.m.  And be ready to help!  All ages are welcome. 

 

.ŀƎƎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜƭŦ ǎǘƻŎƪƛƴƎ   

   Is done at the Goshen Food Pantry, every Tuesday morning at 9:15a.m.   
And on the fourth Saturday of each month (February 25th.) from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.         
Be part of this excellent opportunity for community service and/or “feel-good-for doing-
something-good” service.   



  

 

                                                 

                  
 C9.w¦!w¸ рΣ нлмн 

                       
            On Super Bowl Sunday tens of millions of people will enjoy the warmth of friendship 
and the satisfaction of food and drink while watching the Super Bowl football game on       
television. Unfortunately, at the same time, countless other people will feel cold air against 
their flesh and hunger within their stomachs. 
 An effort has been born that seeks to transform the Super Bowl into a “Souper 
Bowl’’ for the needy. The “Souper Bowl” is a unique interdenominational effort to glorify 
God and care for our brothers and sisters in need.  

 Hereôs how it works: please give $1 dollar & 1 canned good as you leave 
worship on the weekend of the Super Bowl .  

 Youth from your congregation will collect the money and canned goods and then 
send the contributions DIRECTLY to the Goshen Ecumenical Pantry. Congregations across 
the nation are then asked to call “Souper Bowl” headquarters with the results of their ef-
forts so that totals can be promptly determined and released. (Congregations, please call 
John Strobl at 294-9004 with your totals; he will report the totals to the “Souper Bowl” 
headquarters for the Food Pantry).  

 Here’s some background: the effort began in a Columbia, SC church in 1990. That 
year $5,700 was raised in Columbia. Last Year 15,235 congregations across the nation raised 
$9,583,338.00. The Pantry raised $1,965.05. 

 Please join in partnership as we seek to Love the Lord our God…and Love our neigh-
bors…in this simple yet significant way. 

Goshen Ecumenical Pantry, Inc. 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN GOSHEN     ST. JAMES’ EPISCOPAL CHURCH    
GOSHEN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH       ST. JOHN A.U.M.P. CHURCH             
GOSHEN CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH      ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CHURCH-
TEMPLE BETH SHALOM           
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9:45AM to 12:30PM 

Rummage Sale  

Saturday, February 11,  

10am to 2pm 

 

  

We will be selling clothing and accessories, household 
goods & small furniture. 

LUNCH IS AVAILABLE 

We will be having a Mardis Gras Festival/Pre-Lenten Pancake Breakfast on 
Sunday morning February 19th. Bring your appetite and your family and enjoy pan-
cakes, sausage, bacon, eggs and more! This is a fun and delicious Parish event, sharing 
the joy of fellowship and good food before the solemn season of Lent comes upon us. 
Put the date on your calendar and come! 
 
The breakfast is an all-you-can-eat event! There is no charge, but a FREE WILL OF-
FERING will be gratefully accepted. Suggested donation is $6.00 for adults and 
$4.00 for children.  Any funds in excess of the food cost will be donated to help feed 
those in need at the Goshen Ecumenical Food Pantry. 
 
If you would like to help with this event, please contact Jeanne Healy Chair of this 
event, email her at songbyrd143@yahoo.com or call her at 845-800-9177 

 

http://stjamesgoshen.org/new/2012/01/st-james-rummage-sale-saturday-february-11/
http://stjamesgoshen.org/new/2012/01/st-james-rummage-sale-saturday-february-11/
http://stjamesgoshen.org/new/2012/01/st-james-rummage-sale-saturday-february-11/
mailto:songbyrd143@yahoo.com
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Greeterõs Schedule 

 

Happy New Year! 

9 a.m. 
 
February 5 - Ryan Muehlbauer 
February 12 - Linda Nichols 
February 19 - Diane Rainey 
February 26 - Jan Ptak 
March 4 - Meg Strobl 
 
10:15 a.m. 
 
February 5 - Val Bynum 
February 12 - Ed Fritsche 
February 19 - Karen Golding 
February 26 - Chip Hamilton 
March 4 - James Heslop 
 

                         WŀŎƪƛŜ YŜǎǎƭŜǊ 
 

 

 

                                         

 We are planning a second field trip on Saturday,  

April 21st.  This trip will be to the Cloisters and to our            

Cathedral of St John the Divine.  

 Costs and scheduling will be posted closer to the 

date, but put this on your calendar and save the date!   

                                                                              

 

 

                                                                

Cathedral of St. John the Divine—                                

photo from  Wickipedia 

      SAVE THIS DATE  

     SATURDAY,  April 21, 2012 

The Cloisters                             

photo  by Marcin Wichary 

      REACHING OUT                                                          

From the Desk of Ray Bally  

 Surely, each of us has taken notice of the ever pre-
sent attendance of newer people moving into this area 
and attending St. James.  We are fortunate to have this 
new influx of people who, hopefully, will become interest-
ed in becoming a member of our Christian community.   

 I feel as Christians, each of  us has an obligation to 
reach out to these newer members, engaging them in 
conversation, and especially taking the time to invite and  
accompany them to the coffee hour after services.  Sadly, 
I have observed that not many of our parishioners are  
doing this.  Oftentimes, when I speak to a parishioner 
and mention a new couple or person, they tell me that 
they don’t know them.  Well, why not make the move and 
introduce yourself. 

 The new members may be the core of the future of 
St. James.  If we choose not to engage new members, we 
may not have a church in the future, as this is already 
happening in several Episcopal parishes in our diocese. 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/mwichary/2167338475/


  

 

                                                       

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS      
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 After a fun and action packed Advent in December culminating in a Christmas Party 
and Cookie Festival, the Sunday School is getting back to basics with a Journey into the Old     
Testament. Beginning with The Creation Story and moving on to Adam and Eve and more, 
we are learning about the crucial stories that influenced Judaism and Christianity and we are 
learning about the antiquity of the Bible and its unifying role world wide. 

 We will be preparing for Lent with special activities in February.  We'll continue with 
our Biblical Studies, but also learning about Lenten traditions and observances. 

 If your child is not yet enrolled in Sunday School, consider bringing them in and giving 
it a try. We have four classes this year. Pre-K/K, Primary 1 (first and second grade) Primary 2 
(third through fifth grade) and Secondary (Middle/ HS.) 

 Thanks to all the teachers, assistants, and parents for the help and support that makes 
it possible to have a fun and high quality Sunday School!  Thanks also to everyone who sup-
ported the Cookie Festival. We raised over $500!  We will be dividing it between our next 
outreach project, and seed money toward the next field trip which will be on April 21st. 

     

 JR CHOIR NEWS        

  

 

  

 Jr Choir is growing, but we are still an all girls choir!  We are open to all  children from 
3rd grade through Middle School. I am willing to have a separate rehearsal for boys if anyone 
is interested. We sing approximately every 4 to 6 weeks at various services. We sang for the 
Sunday School Service in November, and at the Christmas Pageant. We will be singing at the 
9 AM Service on February 19th, at the early service on Easter Morning and at the Sunday 
School Celebration the first weekend in June.  
 
 We're working on a piece by Mozart for Easter! So if you enjoy singing, please join 
us!  The more voices, the better we sound! We rehearse in the chapel after Sunday School 
from 11 AM until 11:30.         

                                                                                            Sincerely, Marci Hanners 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 At the end of this month, we will enter the season of Lent.  Ash 

Wednesday will occur on February 22, 2012.  During March, we will cele-

brate the weeks of Lent.  During Lent, we should all take time to seriously 

look at our lives, who we are and who we are becoming.  We so often be-

come so habitual in the routines of our lives, that we find ourselves shut 

off from what is new, what is challenging, what pushes us to the edge,  

what causes us to get excited and our hearts to beat faster as we reach for 

greatness in our lives with Christ. Lent offers all of us the opportunity to 

clear the channels, unlock the doors that keep us safe and stuck in a com-

fortable routine that is familiar.  Take time during Lent to consider how 

you are closed off to new experiences and begin to make cracks in the 

walls that enclose you.  We must keep moving forward.  As the famous 

Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes once wrote : " Greatness is not where we 

stand, but in what direction we are moving.  We must sail sometimes with 

the wind and sometimes against it, but sail we must, and not drift, nor lie 

at anchor."  It is a process of letting go of one's own life to a life of others.  

We do let go, sacrifice, for our own sake.  It is always for and only for oth-

ers. When our hearts have grown in compassion and love, we are willing 

to relinquish what seems important to our own preservation and happi-

ness in order that someone else's life may be made richer by our own loss.  

Lent invites us all to move to the edge of our own self-satisfaction and step 

into the unknown of self-sacrifice.  By this process we will jump into the 

blackness of sacrifice and there find the light of life that leads to a joyous 

Easter.  

 

  Support the St. James dinner for the hungry the last Saturday of 

each month.  Come out and assist this important event.  Keep up your 

pledge for 2012. It is never too late to make a commitment to support St. 

James financially for 2012.  
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  Ed Fritsche 

 

 

 

 

 

Stewardship     
Chairman 

 

 

YOUR  
TALENT IS 

GOD'S GIFT 
TO YOU.  

 

 WHAT YOU 
DO WITH 

THAT  
TALENT IS 
YOUR GIFT 

TO GOD.  

 

Sincerely, Ed Fritsche, Stewardship Chairman 
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Renewable Energy  

 We’ve all heard quite a bit about our nation’s energy situation.  For a variety of rea-

sons, we all need to conserve and find new sources.   We certainly don’t have to search the 

news too hard to find articles on why, as a country, we need to become more energy inde-

pendent, and from a global perspective, continue to conserve our earth’s resources and 

generate as much renewable energy as we can. 

 What exactly is renewable energy?   It’s defined as a “naturally replenished” sup-

ply.  Examples of it are wind energy that can turn windmills to create electricity and flow-

ing rivers that do the same by generating hydroelectric power.  We may not always realize 

just how much science and engineering is involved when we plug in our coffee makers in 

the morning, but there’s quite a bit going on behind the scenes that we don’t see! 

 With the start of a new year still fresh in our minds, do we need to think about our 

own energy sources?  Have we set goals or New Year’s resolutions for ourselves that we 

know are going to take some soul searching and discipline to keep?  Will we have the en-

ergy to keep up with the challenges that we’ll face in the New Year?  I suppose we could all 

use a dependable and reliable source of renewable energy not only for our appliances, but 

for ourselves as well.   

 As we think about the upcoming year from a Christian perspective, let’s remember 

that we do have access to our own personal source of renewable energy, and it’s only a 

prayer away.  As Christians, we have the Holy Spirit with us at any time, and anywhere.  

When Jesus left this world to join His Father in Heaven, He left us with the promise of the 

Holy Spirit among us.  

 What better time than at the start of a New Year for us to pause and reflect upon 

our blessings and hopes for the future.  Sure, at times the challenges we know we’ll face 

can seem overwhelming, but we’ll all be living the New Year one day at a time, one chal-

lenge at a time.  And when we feel we’re running out of gas, we can look to the Lord and 

rely upon the Holy Spirit as our ever-present supply of renewable energy to see us 

through another year. 

 Turn to the Lord and the Spirit He gave us, the only true and everlasting source of 

renewable energy. 

                    Have a wonderful, happy, healthy and blessed New Year, 

 

                                                                                                                      Dom Perfetti 
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Celebrations!  

          Ivy and Maurice Bourgeois 2/14    

          Paul and Malini Chellappa 2/15   

     

 

 

 

Liam Tallbe 1/8/12 

Katie Lyon 2 /1 

Devon Wuagneux 2 /1 

Nathan Search 2 /3 

Donna Carbone 2 /8 

Christopher De Angelis 2 /9 

Tanya Hamilton 2 /10 

Jill Splieth 2 /13 

Beth  Somlai 2 /14 

James Ferrier 2 /16 

Christopher Quintero 2 /24 

Leah Golding 2 /26 

Lillian Quintero 2 /26 

Norm Terracino 2 /26 

Revathi Chellappa 2 /27 

Seetha Chellappa 2 /28 

    


